



HIGHSS IfitJCATICR AT THE CROSSROADS 

- 

the Christian Colle/jo? 

(fr Paul Tergheee) 



' The Indian University U an exotio plant that hao 
not flourished very veil on the native soil. But thon ao is 
our total oystea of socle-cultural valuec in India today. 



Of course there were the ancient universities of 

Bharat that one could enumerate - Takehaiila, Varanasi, IT al an da, 

- * 

Vikranaehila, Valabhi, fiavadvlpa, Conjaovaxon, Three of those 
wore Hindu temple schools - Varanasi, Huvadvipa end Con^eovaran, 
whereas Malanda, Vikranashila and Valabhi wore Bud diiet cantroe 
of higher education, attached to plaoen of hintorlcnl-religioue 


interest like Buddhaviharus. 

Takehaaila scene to have had both Buddhist and 
Hindu associations, and was something of an international centre 
of learning to which young princes cans from ccorea of kingdoms 
beyond the .-indhu and the Canga. 



We will have occasion to look at tic curricula 

I 

and syllabi of these Indian centren later on. The point to 
note hare la that these ore not the ancestors of our modem 
Indian universities. Their ancestor/ la to be sought in that 
peculiar western situation of the 10th century - a secularised 
Chriotiao monastic culture. That is why the Indian university 
ie an exotic plant - not yet accuotoaed to our soil boro, and 
perhaps never likely to adapt itself sufficiently to our needs, 
unisee sosaono trice a bit of grafting and crosc-fartilisation. 








lh< t I an suggest ina is nore radical than you oay at firat 
thr. m - . ttixiuti r, col'’ c. ci’ il •■ future C; '.not 

•xpMt to mite sonetning of itself by excelling within tho objectives 
•et for* hi. tier education by the national plan or the -duoufiou 
Coxsalsaloe heport. “he ties haa eon* for the Chi* loti on College 
to exs ..ir.e the v 1 u«j nyftact of a oicir.tegruii; ^ woo tori') culture to 
whlcn we eesa to be oonaltted in both mir national plan end in the 
'-locution Coostittslen Report* The iseuee arc oucl. deeper* Tha 
call ii far thv -off „v.n, -nd not just for the eccnoaiculiy c. ruicipated 


The very c or d* value* le a special coo tern crootio^ ■ :iich 
reflects the acquisitive illeu in chioh that culture took shape* 

To cay that se should seek not just after aaterial valuer!, but should 
also strive for spiritual values, does not take us out of the vicious 
circle of western philosophy, where the saaeun bonun 3 tV,. hi/jhaet 

feed, ia still sseething to be acquired and appropriated* We ere 

t - % 

still in the aequieltivoeess-private properly ryrdroso, rren uhen 

that ahioa ib sought to be acquired nay be ‘cpiritual*. Hew to 
break the vicious grasp of this acquisltivenose rj *4 the tccuI trust 

a«greeelve»e*s» hich V o xealitis* ur.derlino the whole of western 

• * 

civilisation as we *now it? 


The fruit of the spirit is not something the tree of life 

I, | ^ 

acquires for iteslf, hut rather something -hicn dfe.produeec to be / 
ooniunsd by otlarr, The tree does tot eee* after fruit Js order 

to eoatnae it. • . 



It*-fruit Cof'tfie tree le ni rays for otheyp* '* 


capacity to put the strew on Troiuctnfir ih ardor that 

f n .'-'•r . Vka*. ’ 
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It i. 1* .-Writs . totally n« vslu. UW to *>toh 
Mima. W toahBoiatjr, tia «*• and profM»iw>. *« -’ll s»red 

M ..w-*i»to« and «*»i», and «• rteh8 * “* 

»i.t»« tut Christian Causes. «nld un » plo*"" in th. 

Attar*. 


A fr*^b etudy of the objectives of the nndent Indian 
«t*rn e»iv*»iUe*, end a freeh unde^tendne °t 
'ctricti-r: Goebel *3 on*. o n she* es th« ‘ ,>rc '- 
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i„ there any "atess“ to *• «oov«k: txan our «<*«* 
Indian Oolwrsltlesl Bhetersr is good in the onoior.t Indian 

tradition MW * «•» *° 1# *>*“ “ 4 ° aS “ 

to 0. w.owr.4 «i »U«« *>? *• ■ o4 “ B 1041011 ® e ‘” r * 1W 
end try tho Christian Oolloe* in particular. 


a, act loporiant single .mot that » in th " 

. |rTT . -,...'. tradition is their oonuitnont to oisdou - in other 

«rds their wapeoity to hold jaiattS •»* *kl In 

thot reparation between knowledge ond prayer lion both tho strength 

Md tho oooknooo of oooton olwilimtion. Bo • vaoovot our. 

on Indian capacity to hold toweled*# in nllianoe with pomonal 
character ond prayer, so that olodon any onoue. 


Thla ooooo to no to bo tho great ehellenco C-oiDti *-=• 

Christian Colics# of teaonoo. See con so dor 10.. ! > oonamity 
or loro, wiedoa ond power, rhioh alono oan be n tr.o nr.nifssUUoh 
r rewUtts* of -ho Ooi isl I would ou.gaot tho follow!** outline 
-troi. ra^iu for * Chjristle* collo ,c in the future* 


{l) ToU1 lj reort;.ai*£ toe adalnia; oct-yff *itfain * h « 
college tiiHt It beoojsee ft sonair-e corm-’.nit/ * hurjsa 
being* with fraeaea end rft-poneifcility for il* 

ntan« the act tin .3 up of various bo^l e in the Chrietian 

\ * 

Li He go in #uei. ft ray %iMt ail oan artielvate In the aotuoi 
juuur..; of the cotte**# including continuing currioulu* 

• * » V ' 

revieior , jjolioy-sakins and oUninUtrtttior,* ibo rspre- 

* * - -‘-r- ^ * f 

•entfttion in oertain bodies will be oa t* 0 beefo of one 
w^wt q x cne .oaan one vote* in ot :cro t r the ;?&oio of 
ooapetecse utid interest* litudwii oervio- --r will mve to 



be preewtei within tto eomtmli? to -ivfco sen- iavs 

1 

possible■ both for hoetellers 


cto-jlar®< 






(2) Restructure the community relatione picture 

in such a way that tha collate ooarsunity becomes 
a significant influence for ; eeoa . nd progress 
within the larger community. This would naan 
aakint cignifleant contributions to the life of 
the larger community in terns of 

(a) providing o forma for dlatmeoing difficult community 
problems in an atnoeyhere of opannaac, restraint anti 
autuol trusti 

i 

(b) providing the coccursity with pioneering projects and 

which o :n b® taken : v©r ty tbft Community 

(e) continuing to provide certain services .to the comunity 
lihe adult aducfetiOR, oxtsneion course:; in politics, 
econoaiuo, sociology and if possible in tethnologic a! 
subjects* 

(d) bain^ a rrxonclllr.: influence between cjor factors 

in the coowunity. 

i' r 

t#} Roorg&nice the Christian community within the collage 
in order to arable them to better fulfil the objective'; 
In (1) end (z). 



(<.) Irain e group of eollogi to; chore who Jure had an 


opportunity to reflect nore dec 1/ ebout the true 
Christian purpose of Ufo on earth, and to ooaslf 
theaselves to a -ora radically Uhrlctigp way of 
Ufa in the college cotiammity. .'lore f POuit] eaw 


pnesire the study of western so well as Indian nui 

°‘ n,r ,i “ for ° , 6f 'Mlotophf uni •plrUualitx, 

" [kl uu„ ««M ty in a. *.o«. 


« «d.V„.lo- tr«.for,in e fore, but Mk „ th , tolcl 


J 


(>r eastern aaculiii ^-acietv-. 

T •“*■* *•“ “» T«n ttar.V 



/ 
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Christina oooMunlV ^ulc. a'.\y c-ny £voa to® .o.'ltivo 

ths 

▼alu« of eeouiar culture. but 1% (loss mm fflwi0 iaiu> 

Oiiould undsis tand tha» oxitiwlly in -: «1" fclstorio 2 origin 

nd oontosincxary xolevaacs. fiaw 1 01 ti ' i ;iBa and 

modular.* ftepeoiuliy ‘irmdhieta. s£0~* to an c£ pz-nviSW importance. 

ocxa tsacMns is there three cpiritu&litiee (3u4u.u.ea. UnduisM, 
nn -i OandhUn) should be rwvdo ateolutoly eoepuaiorjf for ell 
do^roc vxoi ,'Qn_ee in Christian Colle^co. 

(5) Jhiloeoyii? oust become s necaa^ary .art of bus coilase 

ours-' oule , .'Jtudsnta should bs fervincd to Shit* oseoxly amt 
Tala capacity for phi Ion o a if sal ruiloo-ion a:: now 
lrr.veJj 1 In tae ‘-lootero uaivtreaty -■aditIon. :-uoL 
: i 1 < ;Z : :CQl reflection should ore^rchoad v; n Habit- of 
•’ocf.oloty* “*yofcolH»» ^conoaicr vA d: t‘ re ology. and nhould 
help ihc otuAwnt to acquire a control nucloar category by 
*h,«ch to integrate all fefconladee nd e«i«rieaoc into ©c;ne 
aignlficantly as*nintfful . attorn. which ia aontinselly open 
to -wini«n, but phi eh nrovidoe a , srp^eotivo for life orient- 

B 

r+. ion too In lin,* vocal *onnl choice wu) “ a nervine rendered through 
iMic’p vocation. 
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These ciea^ntG arc in addition to the ©aphasia nade 
in t‘is ox t axl t'oaa/L'aion Report about oro* -orlautotiors, 
eorvio. .-p-otivation, relevance# roocarc: e> .yhcsie znii r.o on. 

fhern ia one final task *»hich 5 \.vc a iright to expect 

a Christiro Collage in Indio today to porfor*-:. This ia the task 
of i ra*ariantatioa in bs out of tbe Chris :irys faith* 

e ti( nor xjl cncl&Tsd by the categories cf ^actem thought* 

1 i 

ami ev r ..on ■«'. differ# which i© very te.Vioa* frer our western 
hreU-ren in sot ter a of faith# it f.r ir ter- e rf the ruectio&s 
yooc■; fc the vat tern debate. CJtrir.tif r. it y hrr been fv-juianen tally 
»leinterpreted in ths west, and wo •: to :*l cover r fresh Indian 
under-; tan dim of Chris: lenity* TUI* i sly cow© from 

the Ir. lio thcologlanr: alone# uinuc they htvo ’?n*r :?nth«r badly 
0« brainwashed for too long a tiae* 

ffee thrifttian College min: o. or let in the rooovery of 
a .:©••- Tin ion if the Chris tier) faith - a crying need for aaay 
i i.tel ; i.gi v layeea of our country# who fin,'. such of our present 
theology b#wlld#ri»gly irrelevant. *hi* isuet be done in the 
c-snfcext si v«- adr--.iuntK f.rcsp ■ V hiiotio / od . yirltualifer, 

but with duo regard also to the robler.e oeod .>y eoiemee and 
teehnolcsy# 



